The American Revolution: Boston, Bloody Boston

Introduction (0:00-13:31)
· Undisciplined rebel soldiers faced off against the best military in the world

· Boston, 1765- life in the colonies had been relatively tranquil

·  Lt. Governor Thomas Hutchinson was an admired resident in Boston until a mob blamed him for enforcing the kings’ policies and taxes in Boston
· The mob burned Hutchinson’s mansion

· In England, George III saw the colonies as acting like unruly children

· Ten years earlier England sent troops to America to fight the French & Indian War- costing England 60 million pounds- it turned to the colonies to repay this debt

· Parliament passed the Stamp Act- where stamps had to be affixed to nearly every paper printed.  It was the first time that Parliament imposed a sweeping tax in the colonies
· Each colony was long accustomed to ruling itself (over 150 years) where their own legislatures taxed
· It was very much a control issue for the colonists- they were being forced to pay taxes by a foreign nation an ocean away

· It was seen as a strategy to erode American liberties

· The British said that it was just a way to raise money

· The Colonists started banding together in mobs to oppose the British taxes

· The Sons of Liberty began

· Harassment and intimidation became common (tar and feathering)

· Men of property and education used printing to spread the word while others took to the streets

· Attorney John Adams took to rhetoric

· Abigail Adams his wife and partner greatly influenced her husband

· In Virginia, a fiery orator named Patrick Henry took to speaking to persuade and his Virginia Resolves become famous throughout the colonies

· In England, Ben Franklin lobbied for some sort of compromise over taxation

· Ben Franklin was a scientist, a printer, and a self-made man.  He was what it meant to be an American yet he loved London

· The uprising at home put Ben Franklin at center stage and he was brought to answer for the colonies

· Business was the way to oppose the taxes.  The colonists boycotted trade with England.  Merchants in England began to oppose the taxes because it hurt their trade.  Eventually it repealed the Stamp Tax.

· Over time, England established new taxes, which in turn were repealed.

· Additional military regiments were sent to America.

The Boston Massacre (13:31-24:00)
· In Boston, 1770, 1,000 troops occupied the city

· Bostonians were resentful of the soldiers

· On March 5, 1770 a group of locals heckled a British sentry.  Before long 8 British soldiers backed up the sentry and hundreds more colonists came as well.  They threw snow, ice, and oyster shells at the soldiers. A musket went off and the soldiers fired into the crowd.  In total 5 colonists were killed.

· Within hours, the Patriots spun the incident as a murder in what was called the “Boston Massacre”

· The soldiers were probably justified in defending themselves
· Silversmith Paul Revere engraved the famous “Bloody Massacre” which was propaganda spread throughout the colonies and the world

· A former slave, Crispus Attucks was the first to die
· Attorney John Adams defended the soldiers because he believed in justice and a fair trial

· 7 of the soldiers were acquitted and light sentences were received for the other 2

· One tax after another was passed and repealed in the colonies except for the tax on tea

· It wasn’t the amount of the tax but the principle that they were being wrongfully taxed that mattered
· 50 members of the Sons of Liberty boarded merchant ships and threw the 342 crates of tea into Boston Harbor in protest of the Tea Act during the Boston Tea Party

· The British reacted with disgust and outrage.  It passed the Coercive Acts to punish them for their insubordination

· At the same time England found out that Ben Franklin had received stolen letters from Thomas Hutchinson to the King- where Hutchinson called for limiting liberties in order to maintain order in Massachusetts
· Mobs burned Hutchinson’s effigy and destroyed his position as a public servant.  He and his family were forced to leave for England

· Ben Franklin was summoned to appear before England’s privy council to answer for his actions in the Hutchinson situation and to answer for the colonies

· He stood there for a full hour while being barraged and humiliated in front of a crowd

· This is probably when Ben Franklin turned Patriot

· The king took over the government of Boston, Closed the Port, and Revoked the Massachusetts Charter

Continental Congress (24:00-30:20)
· Boston, August 10, 1774
· John Adams and Samuel Adams left for Philadelphia for the First Continental Congress
· The meeting was held so that the colonies could come up with a unified position with respect to England
· The other colonies were fearful that the actions taken by the king to punish Boston would be done in their colonies as well
· John Hancock joined the delegation from Massachusetts (a wealthy Boston merchant)

· A moderate lawyer from Pennsylvania John Dickenson attended

· Orator Patrick Henry and George Washington a wealthy planter and veteran of the Seven Years War, joined from Virginia

· After 2 months of debating the Congress came to an agreement- until colonial rights were restored, all 13 colonies would stop all trade with Britain and local militias were to arm and stand ready

· The King of England did not take the ultimatum well- he demanded that the colonies submit and believed that a simple show of force would change the opinions of the colonists

· Commanding General Thomas Gage was put in charge of the British military in Boston. He only had 3,000 troops in Boston and realized he was greatly outnumbered by Patriots in Massachusetts.  He continually asked for more troops from England.

· With Hutchinson’s departure, Gage was both military commander and governor

· The Patriots began stealing munitions and cannons and formed the minutemen

· The colonists believed their liberty and property were at stake

The British Are Coming (30:20-36:54)
· April 18, 1775 the British troops marched towards Concord to confiscate ammunition and capture rebel leaders

· The news that the redcoats were out spread

· Paul Revere rode towards Concord to alert the Patriots about the British movement. He was just one member of a whole network of communication throughout the colony
· In the Old North Church 1 lantern by land and 2 if by sea

· At 1 AM 130 civilians gathered at Lexington Green to face off against the British

· At 2 AM there was no sign of the British and many waited in a nearby tavern

· At 4:30 AM drums announced the arrival of the British and the colonists stood their ground

· Neither side seemed as though it wanted war, but then suddenly a shot was fired (the shot heard round the world) and the war began

· Nobody ever found out who shot the first shot but the war had begun

· In less than 2 minutes, 8 colonists were dead and 10 were wounded- blood had been shed

· It took 6 weeks for the news to reach London but at that time it was clear that war would ensue

· Ben Franklin left England for good to come home and sit in the Continental Congress

Lexington & Concord (36:54-44:00)
· April 19, 1775 for the first time colonists and British faced off militarily
· Along the march to Concord, British soldiers ransacked colonial homes searching for weapons
· Militiamen from all over converged in Concord to attack the militia

· The British were outnumbered and the colonist rebels fired at them all along the 16 mile march by foot back to Boston

· After 20 hours of attack, of the 700 men the British had 73 dead 174 wounded and 26 missing and the Colonists had 49 dead 40 wounded and 5 missing

· When the British arrived in Boston, the Colonists had the city surrounded and more militiamen were on the way

· On May 10, 1775 Ben Franklin was home and attended the Second Continental Congress

· The issue that faced the assembly was now whether to completely break away from England

· Patriot Ben Franklin and his loyalist son William Franklin met and Ben attempted to win him over to the Patriot side but to no avail.  William remained loyal to the king
· Nothing hurt Ben Franklin more than the feeling of being deserted by his son
· Which side are you on became the question in thousands of American households.  Everyone had to choose sides
· There were twice as many Patriots as loyalists but half just wanted to be left alone.  They all had to make the decision
